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THE UNIVERSITY COLLECTIONS 

AUNIVERSITY CAN BE REGARDED as a storehouse of civilization's treasures. Through 
the years, its role has been to guard these riches, to pass them on from generation 

to generation, and to add to them constantly. While this wealth is essentially in the 
priceless but intangible coin of ideas and values, it can take concrete fonn also in a 
university's libraries, its research tools, its architecture. The Washington University 
Collections, a gathering of great works of art spanning the centuries, is a highly 
visible, most tangible part of those great treasures. 

The Collections had their beginning in 1879, when the St. Louis School of Fine 
Arts was founded as an affiliate of the University. Before the tum of the century, such 
prominent St. Louisans as Halsey Ives, Wayman Crow, and Samuel Davis had con-
tributed the works of art which fonned the nucleus of a University museum. Other 
citizens, many of whom have chosen to remain anonymous, have followed suit in the 
years since, contributing both objects from their private collections and funds for the 
upkeep of the University Collections and for the purchase of additional works. 

Today, the University Collections number about 750 outstanding works of art, 
including 260 paintings, 27 sculptures, 400 drawings and engravings, and representative 
samples of pre-Colombian art, ceramics, and Greek vases and small sculpture. 

In 1959, the Collections received a permanent home and an appropriate setting in 
Steinberg Hall, made possible by a gift from the Steinberg Charitable Trust. Of con-
temporary design, Steinberg links the Fine Arts and Architecture buildings and houses 
galleries, an auditorium, a library, a slide room, and classrooms and offices. A recent 
gift has permitted enlarging the gallery space substantially. 

Since the Steinberg galleries opened in 1960, some twenty exhibitions have been 
held there, including important circulating exhibitions from the Museum of Modern Art, 
the Guggenheim, and other museums. Each year, special showings of both faculty and 
student art are held and every summer works from the Collections and from local pri-
vate collectors are displayed. 

When works from the Collections are not on display in the galleries or on loan to 
other museums, they circulate throughout the University and can be seen at Brookings 
Hall, "Vohl Center, Olin Library, and the Olin medical residence. Temporary loansReclining Figure by 
have been made in recent years to the Tate Gallery in London, the Boston Museum ofHenry Moore, 1933. 
Fine Arts, the National Gallery, and other museums throughout the world. Some paint-
ings and numerous other art objects are on temporary loan to the st. Louis City Art 
Museum. 

Shown on the following pages are a few representative works from the University 
Collections. Space and reproduction costs prohibit showing more-but these few are 
among the prize treasures in the storehouse. 
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Construction by 
Antoine Pevsner, 1926-27. 

Burial Mask, Chima (Peru) 
culture, A.D. 1300-1500. 



THE UNIVERSITY COLLECTIONS  

Presence by  
Ibram Lassaw, 1960.  
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Archaean by 
Barbara Hepworth, 1960. 



Bayonets Menacing a Flower, 
by Alexander Calder, 1926-27. 
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THE UNIVERSITY COLLECTIONS  

The Bridge I 
by Lyonel Feininger, 1913. 

The Eye of Silence 
by Max Ernst, 1944. 



Daniel Boone Escorting a Band of Pioneers into the  
W estern Country by George Caleb Bingham, 1851-52.  

Still Life with O ysters 
by Georges Braque, 1937. 
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Still Life with Oranges 
by Henri Matisse, 1899. 
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Captain Wincell 
by Charles Ingham, 1827. 

Composition 
by Joan Miro, 1933. 

Bottle of Suze 
by Pablo Picasso, 1913. 
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Collection of Signs 
by Paul Klee, 1924. 
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Portrait of Lord Grey and Lady  
West as Children  
by William Hogarth, ca. 1740.  

Saturday Night 
by Willem de Kooning, 1956. 
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Max Beckmann's The King, 1937, is one of many important works of art 
from the Morton D . May collection on extended loan to the University. 
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